Arrhythmogenic epilepsy: an hypothesis.
This report describes a clinical syndrome of arrhythmias that may have neural origin. Two patients presented with episodes of loss of consciousness, disorientation, and paroxysmal supraventricular tachycardia (PSVT). One patient reported experiencing neurologic symptoms without tachycardia. When electrophysiologic testing with intracardiac recordings and programmed stimulation yielded no abnormalities that could account for the arrhythmias, a primary neurologic abnormality was sought. The electroencephalograms of both patients showed epileptiform discharges that supported this hypothesis. Arrhythmias and neurologic symptoms were controlled by treatment with the antiepileptic drug carbamazepine in one patient. Findings in these two patients suggest that in some patients arrhythmias may be a manifestation of seizures.